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Abstract  Knowledge about AIDS and Sexual Behavior in Direct Female Commercial Sex
Workers, Thailand, 2008
Chaiseart S*, Baokhumkong C.**
*Mukdahan Hospital, Mukdahan Province, **Nakhon Phanom Provincial Health Office, Nakhon
Phanom Province
Bull Dept Med Serv 2010; 35:204-14.

This study presents knowledge about AIDS and sexual behavior among direct female commer-
cial sex workers, Thailand, 2008. Behavioral surveillance data of these female sex workers conducted in 12
sentinel provinces in 2008 were obtained from the Bureau of Epidemiology, Ministry of Public Health. The
Epi Info program, version 3.3.2 was used to analyze the data. Percentage, mean and median were to presented
and prevalence ratio with 95 % CI was used to test the association between knowledge about AIDS and condom
use with sexual partners. Of 1,876 female sex workers surveyed, the mean age was 29 years old (13-60 years).
About 30.5 % of them were single and 42.0 % had an educational level of primary school. The mean age at
first sex was 18.2 years old and that for first commercial sex was 24.6 years old. The average income per month
was 8,000 bahts. The average sexual partners during the night before the survey was 2. Knowledge which the
survey females most knew (96.7 %) was “condom use can prevent AIDS’” whereas knowledge that ‘“at present
there are antiretroviral drugs” was the one with least-known (70.2 %). Only 39.0 % of the females could
correctly answer all the 5 UNGASS (United Nation General Assembly Special Session) questions. The most
common sexual partner during 1 month before the survey was a regular client (69.3 %), followed by a husband
(40.9 %). Use of condom at all sexual intercourses was 93.7 % for regular clients, 89.6 % for casual partners
and 40.9 % for husbands. Some females had other behaviors risk for HIV infection, such as injectable drug
use, having sex with a partner who used an injectable drug and having sex during presence of sexually
transmitted infection (STI) symptoms. The female sex workers who had more knowledge about AIDS were
more likely to use condom than those with less knowledge. Effective health education about AIDS, STI and
safe sex and training of negotiation may be useful to increase condom use in these female sex workers.

Key words: direct female commercial sex workers, knowledge about AIDS, sexual behavior,
condom use
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